OVERLOOK VIEWS

The Newsletter

September/October2007

Overlook Neighborhood Association, Portland, Oregon

Vol.4 No. 3

www.overlookneighborhood.org

SEPTEMBER ELECTION TIME
HELP WANTED & NO EXPERI-

ENCE NECESSARY
By Warren Cassell

Our local neighborhood organization despég
ately needs a candidate or two to run for chfuir|
and cechair at its September general meeti
on the 18 Candidates should be people ori
ented, well organized and capable of effi-
ciently running the monthly general and boa
meetings. Candidates should also be able t
reconcile conflicting views of disparate gro
without causing World War 11l and should b}
able to take heat occasionally for supportin
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FIRE ON THE BLUFF &

unpopular views-without taking it too per- AN EDITORIAL
sonally. In addition, two other organization | = By warren and Melisa Cassell
officer positions are open: secretary, whoseg job

is to take legible notes and a treasurer who
add, subtract and balance the finances of
OKNA. Finally, we need a number of area r
resentatives to bri
to the board as well as to take an active rol{
the boarddés deliber
If you have been promising yourself to get
more involved in neighborhood functions, n
is the time to do it. One of the Overlook
Nei ghborhood Associ

canl- he charred remains of the traffic sign (abov

3p_could be a metaphor for arguably the most i
portant event ning i r loo
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¢ July 10 fire at Mocks Crest Park on the Bluff

Jamaged not only the sign but about an acre

the landscape as well. Private property went

-

PW injuries to our neighborghough we believe

¢ those Iivjng closest to this near disaster may

K itv 2 better ol i whi It Have Yot resriﬁba?p%))ch?c rilnﬁjrieé. To stta
Make our community a better place in Which 10, , 4o edge of the bluff at the scene of the fir
live and we do this as an-alblunteer organi-

Gon.W q | board wh ¢ with charcoal under one's feet, is to realize h

f]a on. eijr_]ge D%OE[) el Ogvﬂlpar W (t) nr? Io nearly miraculous it is that no major harm oc-

ave good ldeas, DUt alSAValingness 10 NEIP} e \We can credit this close escape to th
get those ideas implementé&bme to the Sey-

tember 18 general meeting at Kaiser Town

Hall q i | | OIand tgﬁ vigilance of the numer
a and get 1nvol VvedagdnR I baled thend©
think you can take on one of these challengjng

f.og 'ht ' 0 E S """ " ‘Ij.f. dd onot Mg s nbx@twpades yol il GeadETkevitnd
fiend who may be well qualined. accounts replete with gripping details of that
fateful evening. In addition, Skidmore Terrac
resident Steve Lanig
large number of jarring photographs showing
the devastation-and gives hints of what per-
haps could have been.
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If you are interested in any of the positions
noted above or would like additional informa
tion, contact cechair Tom Kilbane at 56284
6211 or email: tom.kilbane@comcast.net ot
Jennifer Callison at 560385-0364 or email:
calhill@spiritone.com.

TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 18 GENERAL MEETING OF
THE OVERLOOK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

7:007 9:00 p.m. At Kaiser Town Hall Corner of Interstate Avenue and North
Overlook Boulevard

1. Community Police Repoxt-Officer Eric Zajac
2. Election of new Overlook Neighborhood Association officers and
board members
3. Fire on the Blu#-- Mark Wilson--Portland Parks
Lynn Barlowd Bureau of Environmental Services
Kevin Brosseat-Battalion Chief,
Portland Fire & Rescue
4. Proposed Interstate Avenue Name Changese Romero & Marta Guembes
Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard Committee
5. Three minute committee reports
6. Old business
7. New business
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scathed, and thankfully, there were no physic

prompt action of our neighborhood firefighter?,0
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But back to that incinerated traffic sigfwith

its prophetic and challenging words. Do we
heed the signal? What happens next? Do we
wait for another truck accident on Greeley or

arks from Union Pacific engines or even a
htning strike to inflict major damage on peo-
ple and property along the bluff as well as adja-
cerd streess in our lovely Overlook neighbor-
hood? Fortunately, this fire did not spread to the
crowns of the trees located so close to many of
8tr homes. That would have been a major dis-
ter. To help prevent this possible catastrophe
om becoming a reality, we as a neighborhood
need to take some immediate and concerted ac

i

tion.
gfion

(?Although the Bureau of Environmental Services

é{Yong with Portland Parks and Portland Fire and
Rescue have done a great job on the Bluff, the
b is still incomplete. We need to press the city
or additional funds for these groups to finish
theyr tirejabatement work. Much of our
neighborhood continues to be in danger from
natgral disaster and carelessness of individuals
Shd corporations. We must urge our business
neighborsd Kaiser, Union Pacific, Adid&s to
start or continue c]feanil(r;g up their properties on

the B fofttle Saety of alPc¥nterné? Pt U T €

Consider the importance of push and pull; in
situations like this where the culprit is not a
prosecutable delinquent but rather that arch
villain apathy there is a big need for gathering

help from people with pull. That is people who

can make changes happen: budget additional

money for safety issues; get inconvenient altera-

tions made in hard places; get uncooperative

persons of responsibility to do their jobs. People

with pull need to be pushed. Although not al-

ways easy for the individual citizen, the meas-

ures and imperatives described are best

achieved through vigorous community action

which is given vitality by your neighborhood
associationWe urge you to attend the OKNA

general meeting on September 18 to get in-

volved, vote for new officers and to urge the

new board to make fire prevention on the

Bluff a high priority on its agenda. We re-

mind you that the neighbc
boundaries extend from Overlook Park to
Ainsworth and what happens on the Bluff
doesndét necessarily

d
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FIRE ON THE BLUFF

From Peggy Bartelt

Earlier in the year when tlemada
of weed eaters
was happy to leave the noise of ho
and go to work.

On the day of the Bluff fire, | was
happy to be home from work and
watering the garden. | just happene
to see a whiff of smoke, and then
suddenly a flash of fire jumping hig
above the Greeley treetops.
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Dial 911 wagny immediate reflex
reaction.| was told, "We are already
on it, o and felt
watched flames jumping higher into the very
nearby tree tops. | did hear sirens, and heard fi
trucks arriving in the neighborhood at the same
moment | made my caNVvatering the gar-
dentook on a new dimension. On the bluff,
neighbors started gathering..."what is going
on?"

| could see and hear the fire as well as the hiss
of water hitting the firelt was fast and hot. An
it was windy.First, a single fire official arrived
in a van, window down and looking
around.Then a firetruck with more fire fighter
staff and equipment negotiated the Terrace, an
parked, examining the scene from "abové".

i's just a grass fi re’clugdoint
initially, as theyscanned the gullfor a better

view. Hmmm.| felt a tinge of undereaction at
first. However, the last of the fire fighting staff
were still in the neighborhood many hours
later...and went crashing back and forth through

- FIREMAN/PARAME il _
P =NelN Sl ZANNES SRSV ER £ Sl Sl i ittle the fire department could do to contain it.

over and moved them out of the way.

Meanwhile, | took several pictures of the fire
moving up the slope until it became too danger-
ous to be standing next to the edge. The small
trees just dowsslope were now exploding in
flames and the swirling evening winds were
pushing the flames to the very edge of the large
wooded ravine on the southeast side of the
park. The fire was spreading rapidly and there
was still no sign of a fire engine and crew at the
park. | worried that the fire might spread to the
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DIC PHIL LOVING O " this were to happen, | realized there would be

The results would truly be catastrophic if the

rsé)ark. In the usuallyery green Pacific North- fire reached the homes in our neighborhood.
west, during months and montbkrain, it can

be a challenge to embrace the idea of water When the fire trucks rolled up, flames about 10
conservation. It seems the same with fire pre-to 15 feet high licked the top of the bluff. The
cautions. This recent bluff fire reminds me of park was filled with sunset viewers getting
prevention and awarenessappreciate the re- more than their usual show and neighbors in-
turn of the fire department to the local facility vestigating the smoke and sounds of fire en-
and the active neighborhood communltgp-  gines. The fire crew quickly assessed the situa-
d preciate immensely those who contribute regution, hooked up their hose, and went to work
larly to the neighborhood association both for-putting the fire out, while Portland Police

mally and informally, aném blessetio have = worked to keep the gawkers out of their way.
regular contact with all of my neighbosnd I It was hard to keep track of time in all the com-
8pplaud the efforts at clearing the bluff of invamotion, but I think the fire was put out in less
Sive species and appreciate that we have a rethan 30 minutes. There were eventually two
sponsive firelz department..... { anrd Qoge to s(t)ay [ire trucks at tpe qi)f:lzéon Skidmore Terrace, and
to all thaunique hoisand Smells’ s do

of this greatneighborhood: weed eaters, fire ing water on the fire. Another rig was standing
fighters as well as all the usual neighborhoodby on t he south side of
chatter, and | am looking forward to more rainlook Terrace. One truck also stayed and hosed

Wa's .
wo &F thige trué wn on Greeley, all direct-

down the burned area until midnight, just to be

the upper gully pointing here and there, and
talking about fire linesl watered my garden
very thoroughly that night, and the next few
nights as well, as were the treetops.

Neighborswho hadspent a tremendous amoun
of work "taming the wild hillside’hext door

were relieved at the fire departments approva
| closed inside windows and doors, kept my

fire, and more fire vehicles drove up and down

FIRE ON THE BLUFF our street until 3:30 a.m., monitoring conditions
From Steve Lanigan to be sure the fire was completely out.

t+ The heat was stifling on July 10 when record
breaking temperatures reached 102 degrees in

| the afternoon. And then things got really hot.

Somewhere around 8:30 that evening, there

fingers crossed and kept vigil over the very wetWas & loud banging on our front door.

back yard.

"Fire prevention" is not an everyday thought
here is Portland as it is in some areas of Ore-
gon.However, when | looked around my back
yard thatevening | felta bit of panic A pile of
dried brush, easily considered wet compost a
month earlierstacks of seasoned firewobt
the upcoming winter, andooden fence panels
washed and dryingefore reinstallation...the

air

AThereds a fire on the bluff and it | ooks
my neighbor Neil yelled when we opened the

door. | asked my wife to start watering down

the front yard while | ran down to the end of

Skidmore Terrace where smoke was filling the

at Mockbdbs Crest Park.

Looking over the edge of the bluff, | could see
a fire quickly burning up and across the steep

wooden deck and a stash of recycled lumber...§/0P€- Several people had called 911 to report

the time all seemed like tinder just waiting for a

the fire, so all we could do was wait for the

firefighters to appear. The initial Al t could have been a
call had sent fire crews down to the fire was controlled before it spread to any

Greeley, but it took at least one ad- homes because it easily could have been a lot
ditional call to clarify that the fire ~ worse. The conditions were exceptionally hot
emergency required responders at and dry and blackberries and scotch broom,
the park as well. | was told the fire which normally covered the bluff, burn like
started when a FedEx truck hit a  9asoline. We were lucky that earlier this year a
utility pole on Greeley, sending a fire abatement plan for the Willamette Bluff
spark onto the tindedry bluff. was started through the combined efforts of the
Portland Bureau of Environmental Services,
While waiting for the fire engines to Portland Parks, and the Fire Department. This
arrive, Neil and | noticed cars meant that all the blackberries and other inva-
parked in the turaround were sive plants growing on the bluff, and in the ra-
blocking the entrance to the park, s¢/ine across from my house, had been cut down
we shout ed, #Th ekysityeewpwherglgngawnetshad gigen
moved, or the fire trucks will push them permission to do so. Instead of blackber-
t hem aside! o ries being five or six feet high, 4iéich tall re-
sprouted blackberry plants covered the bluff.

sure a smoldering embe

That got the car ownersbo

treetops and start burni.
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